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1.13 This communication is responsive to Amendment filed on 07 September 2004 . 

2. 3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-7.9-18 and 25 . 

3. I3 The drawings filed on 23 September 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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Reasons For Allowance 

1. The combination as claimed wherein an ink tank comprising an inner 
surface of the ink container has been subjected to a surface processing and the ink has 
surface tension of 28 mN/m or higher but not higher than 50 mN/m (claim 1) or the ink 
contains a surfactant in an amount of 1 wt % or less based on the total ink weight (claim 
25) is not disclosed, suggested, or made obvious by the prior art of record. 

Blease et al. (US 6,585,362) discloses an ink cartridge filled with ink having a surface 
tension of greater than 34 dynes/cm (Abstract, lines 7-11). However, Blease et al. does 
not disclose that the ink cartridge has a gas-liquid separation means which does not 
pass liquid but gas at the air outlet. 

Contact Information 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael Nghiem whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2277. The examiner can normally be reached on M-H from 6:30AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached at (571) 272-2269. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

MICHAEL NGHIEMlI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

Michael Nghiem 
September 15, 2004 



